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GRIT.
TALENT.

BY J. B. SHERIDAN,

HE money that may be mnd=s
and the carcer that may be
openod to a young man In
baseball hus been attracting

a

the last

onad strike of the great pro-
[ fesslonal  basebnll players

deal of attention durlng

month. A threat-
focused public Interest on  that palint Tho
players had been drawing enormous salaries,
owing to kesn competition for thelr services
The removal of the Federnl League from the
sphere of basshall potivities practically removed
all competition, and, to some extent, placed the
player at the mercy of the employer.

The elder players, cespecinlly the men who
had fattened on the abnormally high salaries
of the Federal Leaguo period, tried to organize
® general strike of plnyers, ostensibly to cor-
rect certain minor alleged grievances such as
emall clubs falling to pay transportation for
players who reported for service in ths spring,
etc. This was only a “blind." The real object
of ths strike was to forcs the club owners o
standardize malaries at war-tima flgures. Tha
strike never took place, There was no sound
foundation for it. It {s difcult to get sympathy
for strikers who have been recelving from $600
to $1000 a month In salarles, lving at the best
hotels and traveling In pullmans at thelr em-
ployers' expense,

Then the Amerlean Federation of Labor wise-
1y refused to take the Playery' Fratemrnlity into
memborship. The $1000 a month baseball men
bad been fraternizing with the $1000 a year
mechanie to get the assistance of the latter In
A “sympuathy" strike, Therefore, the sirike was
called off befora the date on which It was
scheduled to take place, and ths players were
left to bargain, as bost they may, with thelr
employers.

Salaries to Be Reduced.

TEAT there will s @ general reduction of sat-
arles from the war-day standard to the
legitimate Btandard Is assured, The pluyern got
Immenss salarles during the days of Federal
Leagus competition, 1913-14-15-16. The Eama
did not yleld revenus enough to pay thuse
enormous sxpenses. Tho club owners and thelr
| monoy worked for less than the atrong arm of
| one pitcher, So a change 1s about Lo come ovalr
| the spirit of the scene.
| 8till, basebnll salaries and opportunities will
be good encugh to attract the energatic Amer-
fean youth who loves and who can play the
guria, It Is our purpose here to study baseball
! bs o profesalon for young men.

Let it first be thoroughly understosd that
tasebull should be considered as w mere tem-
Porary occupation. The average life of & mn-
Jor league basebull player ls something like five
Jears. Men like Cy Young, the famous pitcher;
Anson, the never-to-be-forgotien captain of the

| great Chicago team of the £0s; Wagner, Wal-
lace. Lajole and a few others, played for from
{ twenty tn. twenty-soven years. Thess are ex-
4 ceptions. The average player has from five to
‘ | téen years as a productive basebull career
. On the whole, it may be stated that ths
H player In through at 20. Very few carry thelir
¥l excellence over 35,
||' Therefore, the young man of ambition, pru-
dence ani foresight should figure upon gquitting
| yla)f At nol iater than 30 vears old.

WILL WIN w E

v man over 20 will be asked

profesalon It ennbles a
ighted young man to
. ¥ up to the age of thirty than
wauld make In any other profession, and 1
gives him an opportunity to study, propare and

mnke

more nos

nersume anather profession or business whon-
syvpr He finds thot baseball no longer Is profit
able.

The great advantage about baseball as a pro-

fenslon to the strugelling young man is that he
sehonl, eollege, study during the win-
1o start In

amass cnough mones bugl-

Good Money Only in Big Leagues.

HE great objection to baseball ns a profes-
T slon I8, first, that It Is but temporary;
that It the higher forms of
the giame, In the hig lengues, or, at best, In the
ficcondl clasa leagies, that a young mnn can
moke enough maoney to make It worth while as
Ol sole and only occupation.

In other words,
very olose

fcond, Is only In

Fou muat bs a genlus, or

to It, to attain even a moderate giio-

ceas in baseball

However, IL I1s Lest to snt farth the faets In
the cnsa and lot the reader decida for hims

It has been the pleasant eustom to RESUMA

that every Amerlcan boy 15 born a patriot,
prines and a baseball player. Not
Amerlcan hoys Is a born ballplayver
reasons, not more thin one In
reaches the professionnl

a
one In 200
For many
200 boys ever
basebiall field O the
BOO0 profeasionals who WOrk every summer, not
mare than 260 ecan
cesaful,

be classed U -

as wholly
Some of the others may be comers,
wome goers, but only 250 are in the full flower

of success,

Thus  baseball (8 an  arduous professlon,
Chances of succesa In it are few, This adds to
Ita Alsadvantages ns u profession Many fecl

ealled, but few are chagen, The chances of ate
taining success ara so small that the wise father
may be pardoned for advising his boy to devole
all his efforts to other anterprises

One of every 200 American boys has poten-
tallties of baseball success In him. These boye
uaually attaln capacity to earn money playing
baseball when they are 15 years old. At that
age they can make from $1 to §10 & Eame ploy-
Ing whnt s known as semiprofeszional ball,
which meins ono game a weak, usually played
on Eaturday or on Sunday.

After a year or two of this sart of play, or at
21, a young man should be ready for his first
real professlonal e¢ngagement. This enEnEe-
ment should be in o league of the sixth class,
technieally known as Class D in basebal]

He will recelve for his services from 290 to
£125 & month, depending upon the prosperity of
the league In question, and his own desirability
Pltchers and entchers will, on the whole, receive
£25 a mornth mere than Infelders or outfNeldera,
unless, indeed, tha outflelder or inflelder bs of

a particularly deslrable sort
- - -

Minor League Seasons Short.

leLE a salary of from $50 to $125 & month

maY appear large to the youth of #1, It
must be remembered that the season In these
minor leaguees Is of but four and one-half
months’ durntion. Thus the plaver's entirs
baseball stipend for his first two years would
e from $400 to $600 a year.

Half of the player's bonrd and living expenses
will be pald. He must pay ten weeks' board
und expenses and clothe himself. A thrifty laa
can get by during a season on an exponse of
2140, which will leave Bim from 3260 to 3460 In
his pocket when the season closes on Labor
Day

It Is then up to the boy to go to college or to
work. Many boys will get through the collogo
year on from 260 to 3460,

This Is what makes bascball so desirable, If
not as a profession, as an adjunect, to a young
man's earning capacity,

The boy who must work his way through col-
Iegoe will find baseball a very great assistance
It is true that he must ‘‘cut his college work
short on May 1 every year, and thus lose six
weeks' important work and examination, but
this can be made up In due course of time.

Hoving played for two years in a Classa D
lengue, n youth should be ready for promotion
to Class C, which will pay $25 4 month more,
to Class B, which will pay $0 a month more, o
Class A, which will pay 3200 a month, or $11%0
a peazon. Many young men advance muah
faster than this, others much more slowly, We
are taking the standard player who keeéps up
with his olass.

A year In Clasas A should fit the youth for
Clans AA. which will pay from $1300 to 31800
for five months' work. One or two years iIn
Class AA will it him for tha major leagues,
whicl: pay a beginner, 320200 a
for mix months' wark. the

ordinarily,
Onca In

Youar

majar

"What sort of & profession la It that offers leagues he may earn from 2000 to $10,000 a

year

It may be said that only very exceptionl
men earn more than $5000 a vear in the major
leagues, that the standard salary for a first-clasa

player, one not n star but & sure, day in and
day out “regular,” is about $3600 a yenr.

We now bave followed the young man through
#ix wyears of play, two as a semiprofessionnd
two In Class D, one in Closs C or B, one 'n
Cluas AA. We took him up at 15 and he is now
24 years old, the best age for plavers to enter
the major leagues, Somes fow enter much
younger, but the average will ba about 25 Feara
old. Hero It may bhe sald that all baseball
players, actors and athlétes are womanliiie in
thelr detestation of age. The 20-year-old player
beging by subtracting two years from his real
age. At 24 he subtracta three years, nt 30 he
subitracts five years, at 40 he subtracts ten

vears, Over 40, he becomes a child agaln
- . -

Reagons for Fighting Age.

HERE ure excellent reasons for this Tue
younger a hoy Is tho hetter 1t s understood
Is his chance for development, improvement
If a boy is but 18, a great many shortcomings
ure forgiven him that would be charged to him
If he wers 20
"Ho wili grow stronger.
He will improve. He s only 15" say the man-
kgers. “1f he were 22 he should be a better
player than he I8’ Bo, too, when he grows
oider. His youth Is an nsset to hlm. If he
#ecks wn engagement, his age cuts a “large’

He will hit betler

flgure. A man 1s valuable according to tha
ycarn he has In him. He may bes worth §5000 If
he Ias 25, If he Is 31, he may be worth but $1500

Eo, more than the prima donna or the star
octress, the baseball player (s the perennial
youth.

It has taken the young player from three to
six years to reach the “big leagues,' attain the
eummit of his embition, the “'big show,'” aa he
calls the major lengues. He has now a chance
to obtain ten years' employment at & salary
that will average $3000 for slx months" play.
He puts in just one more month of u-nlnlnz._ For
this he gets no salary, but his expenses are all
pald,

While preparing himself for tha big berth In
the big leagues, the palyer has spent from four
to six years and earned an average salary of
£1250 a wear for fiva months' play. His lving
exponaes during the playing months of thesa
years ghould not have beéen miore than 300 =
geason., All of which leaves him, on an averags,

WINE
WOMEN

$860 annual clenr profit from his bassball sea-
son. He lg ot llberty to dispose of this §U50
he pleases. If he works he can, no doubl, s
all of the $260, and nt tho averages age of 21 will
fAnd himself with about $H000 In poc

should elect to take a college course,
balance will be much reduced,
& large balance of accomplishment and of efll
clency to his credit.

his banik

Has Personal Following.

T may be remarked here that the fact that
l I8 n bascball player of some merit
tiates the commercinl progress of o young man
He can cbtaln winter jJobs as salesman, cle
mechanile, ete, that he would not find ready L
his land were he not o man of some nequiint-
anced and with some personal “following*

Henre, 1t will pe sesn that, even if hLe should
not reach the "'big show,"” a young player may
seours quite o neat lttle competency by the
time ke enters his 24th year. He can have 35000
In bank. Few voung busine:s men, ¥ho had to
depond on thelr own labor, have §5000 In bank
when they are 24 years old

1f the pl:..}'er'rurn-.er]g in the major leaguas,
miy nssume that his fortune Is mod In
five yeurs he will make §17,500. He will save
half of that. This, added to tha §46000 puved In
the minor lengues will glve him, dering
compound Intercst or reasonable succes
vestmeant, 20000,

If ne has spent money In studying a profes-
sion, he will not have quite $20,000, But four
years glven to a college course should cost him
not more than $4000 So tha hardy, careful
managing young man can play baseball for
twelve years, learn a profession and find him-
aelf well over $20,000 in bank afler he reaches
thoe agoe of 80,

It would be well for all basshall plavera if
they were obliged by Iaw to quit when they
renched the age of 10, From that time onward
they slow up, and certainly there are few °f
them who retaln thelr best form after the age
of 32. To be sure there are a few players who
huve done thelr best work mnfter they had
reachad Lhe age of The average pI&YeT,
howevar, begins to slow up after having reach=d
the 30th milestone, and there are few men Who
remain In the big leagues after they have genn
75 years pase by

To be

Egers, oic

Cii

We

cons

35,

sure there are careers open ng MAn-
. Which pay large salaries, bul
1 would not

wuch

positions are rare and precarious.

but he will have

v ine ' n to tuke
the idea of making it o o work It shuul
merai L Hiepping 1o something
L6 =omething more anduring

L] Ll -
Championships Help.

N computing the earning abllity of a bsse-
.l bill play . W& have regarded only the ox-
net sums recelved as salary Many 1 all
plasers ) more than thelr salarles,
In the there |8 alwaya the largoe
st derived m the world's champlonship,

hess sump amount to from $2500 for plavers of
|11 r to i for ployers of winnlng, teams
Many pil make monoy In pos nAson ex-
Hibitiona, ugh these have Leen discontinued
for the present by order of the baseball author-
1tie Cosching college teams s another sourde

==

f revenue
v of the hign-saloried men
thelr

anciant

malte mnterind
during the wintar,
rule thut it Is given to

ndditlon= to Incames

Following the

nsg him who bath.)"” It i1s the high-salaried, that s,

the famous, star rather than the average ;uin\'.-:'
makes [Arge botween- son INComes

It is sald L the fampus Cobb makes $12,-

your pluying basebnll ond Quite as mueh

from signing his name to paper and maga-

zine rtories, selling awtomoebiles, playing In

advertised artlcles,
great plicher of New

pletures, Indorsing

q Muthewson, the once

Yark, who is now manager of the Clncinnatl
¢lup, hnz long conducted nn Insumnes agency
which wielded him a handsoma Incomao Ed-
ward Konetehy, the glant ot Laseman of the
I 1 Matonals, sells clgar Filelder Jones,
MANNE ] St. Louls Americans, has larse
lzmbeor Inle ta in the Northwest Willlam

nd haseman . of famea some Lhrea

Sweene) L poce

retired o o valuyshle nAUraAncoe
which he bad bullt up while o player

g farma and city propetty Is a favorite
wwers, It is unlikely that they

off the farm while they are

Buy

invesimoent of pli

make any

playing but they manage to “break even,' acd
the Increase In value In the land over a perind
of ten ¥ears ls, on the whole, 100 per cenl,
Somo players who have dramatie and musical

talent, mnke thése poy them during the wintar
Hundreds of players have trades, occupations or
professions that they find remunerutive In win-
far

Hugh High

keen,

tha star left
wils careful to learn

Nelder of the Yan-
the plumbling trade

beford ho t up baseball,. He conducts a
plumiing business avery winter which ylelda
him ths usual fabled fortunes of the coraflt

John Miller, Arst baseman of the St. Louls Na-
tionals, gets 39000 a year for pliying basebail,
and coanducts a profitable hotel business In
Kearney. N. J. Speaker, the famous center
fielder of Cleveland, has a Jarge cattle ranch in
Texas.

- - -

Players Who Are Wealthy.

PEAKER was a cuttleman before he ba-
came a baseball player Cravath of tho
the Philadelphin Nationals 1s a renl estate man
In California. Frank Chance, whe managed the
Chicago Nationals, and who I8 now managing
Los Angeles, always has maintalned a valuably
Orunge grove
Thers 3 tha
daya whon sulorios were, ono-half of what thoy
are today, became rich in bassball, Chiefl of thesa

have been players who, oven in

Frince Fortunatt ls8 Charles Comiskes OWTe

er of the Chicngo Tomiskey played

AMmierican:s i

bogeball for fAfteon years Hin first ¢engago-
ment In St. Louls was at the salary of $125 a
month Hoe was getting $7500 a year when he
ratired In 1811 Ha then bought o e¢lub at St
Faul, which did not prove p monoy maker in
1900 he organized a elub in Chleago which has

since ma him 1,040, GO0, Win, losa or draw,
the Chicago Americans will make $250,000 every
¥year,

Comlskey Is one of the few players who have
becomea rleh ¢ o owners. Al Spalding, a great
pitcher of the i, bocame owner of the Chicago

| ils and of the Immenea sporting goods

fe which bears his name. SEpalding must

setime the richest of oll basetall players.,
dth at his death was estimated at $15,-

ert Reach, the first salaried player, at one
time owned the Nationals, and,
Spaiding, wealthy in
the sporting Hen-

Philadelphia
became Immensels;

goods business. His pariner,

Joamin Shibe, started In baseball by covering
balls for amateur players around Philadelphin,
where he had a small shoo-repairing shop.
shibe now owns holf of the Phlladelphla Amers
jeang and hall of the great A, J, Reach Sporting
Cioods Compan Covering baseballs made him
many tlnes a millonaire G eOrEy Wright,
Bhor ap.af the unbsaten Ci

1869, Is half owner of the 1

house of Wright & Diitaon

Money in Baseball.

HERE Is muney in bhaseball for the youth
T who has the talent, grit and courage to g#t

that moeney out. Of courre, the period from 1011
to 1018 saw unreasonable salarfes pald

For Instune Lae Aages, the outflelder of the
New York Amerléany, hegan his caresr at
Springfeld, T, In 1908, and was pald $00 a

month for four and one-half months of play, or

$405 for the entire season. Magea got $0000, or
31500 a month, during the yosrs 1915.14 S0
Magee's wockly sala After (Ve vears In hase-
ball was equal o his annunl salar whern his

began Such Instances might be enumerated
indelinitely,
AllL thin gola is only for the cliosen A bhoy

must have natural t lent, and he must Jdeavelop
It thoroughly st hime=
gelf, train llke n Spartan angd control his appe-

Ho rigorously der

titen like a Trapplst mon} Late hotrs, wine,
women and song, bountiful dinin 2. cigarettes
and moving pleture ahows must be forolgn 1o
tha life of the young man whoe would atialn

Success a8 o bawsel
All the clubs In

player

st upon players ab-
stalning from nnd that thav
shall he In bed not Inter than 11 . m, They
must devota alx hours n day to practicing and
to playing. No game calls for greater fitness of

thelr

Haquore, demind

body and keenness of mind, The eye, the ear.
the hand, the foot and the courags munt all be
a8 perfect us Is possible A weak eye, arm or

leg, a dull intellect, w faint heart, nover attains
a fortune in baseball

From the fore ng It will be seen that hases
offers much Lo INg mMan as A temM=
porary professlon. The training Itself, the dls-
eipling, the travel, the aspurance snd pelish it

%,

Lall ithe vo

pives. apart from fths fAnancial alurements

naliéen baseabisll worthh the wlille of the bov wha

: have the el Lol thie self-control neo-

essary to succeed at 1L )
-

y
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